
 

 

 
West Liberty Business Association Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, March 11, 2026 at 5:30pm at Liberty Gathering Place 

In attendance:   
Linda Vernon, Vice Pres (J&L Vernon Farms) 
Katie Neer, Secretary (Solomon’s Garage) 
Margaret Piatt (Piatt Castle) 
Josh & McKayla Cummings (Hound Dogs) 

JD Harshfield (Ohio Caverns) 
Trent Spriggs (Village Council) 
Ashley Shaffer (LGP)

 
The West Liberty Business Association (WLBA) convened its meeting with Vice President Linda Vernon presiding. 
 
Treasurer’s Report- Brittany was stuck at the Russells Point Civista Location with a flood in the basement. She will provide a 
report next month.  

Secretary’s Report- Katie reported that the minutes from the February meeting was distributed via email. Linda moved to 
accept the minutes as presented, and JD seconded the motion. 

Business of the Month- The March Business of the Month is Civista Bank. Thank you to their manager Brittany for serving 
diligently as our Treasurer. 

Friendship Alley – Heather from the committee has delegated the furniture order to Tami, Member-At-Large. It will take 6-8 
weeks for it to be built. We voted on a dark brown or green color. At least 2 tables and 1-2 benches. We plan to hold a 
summer cash mob in the Alley and have JD serve as DJ for the event. Richard Ford passed along via email that new gutters are 
being installed by the Village.  

Events -  

 CA$H Mobs - Will continue to be held 3rd Wed of each month, skipping a few months this year, including April. The 
March CA$H Mob will take place as a morning networking event at Sweetie Pie’s March 18 at 8am. Katie will work 
with Brittany and Chris to get events on social media.  

 Hello Spring Open House / Lion’s Easter Bunny coordination – Katie will talk to Tami about checking Rackspace and 
getting back with Nicki on the advertising of the coordinated event. Hound Dogs will set up the Friday of the Hello 
Spring event at Solomon’s Garage. WLBA needs to provide toys/candy for Easter Bunny to hand out. Brittany is 
providing bags and Tami will assemble them. Katie will deliver them and the costume to Mrs. Spencer’s daughter at 
Opera House Mar 21. 

 Garden Tour – we are holding this event biannually now so we will not have one in 2026. We have 2 
gardens/homeowners interested in participating in 2027.  

 Summer Street Market & Car Show – June 27 12-10pm - Tami & Katie are working behind the scenes on vendors, 
food trucks, sponsorships. Thanks to our generous sponsors we surpassed last year’s sponsorship dollars. Linda stated 
that we need to tie this event to the American 250 celebration and we need to get social media posts to Jamison with 
VB ASAP to begin promotion. McKayla said Josh and Ash Watkins will design t-shirts to be sold for the event. They will 
plan to print them on sight, possibly having a few ready to go ahead of time. Heather will contact her SIL / reply to 
email in Rackspace from American 250 about this. Lee will use his drone to capture pictures of the event. We opted 
not to do hot dog eating contest. McKayla suggested having a tractor train, bounce house, or face painting. Linda said 
we will get a tent for dining at food trucks and selling the t-shirts. Trent said he will talk to the Mayor/Council about 
working the beer tent.  



 

 

Additional Business: 

 Mayor/Village Council Report – Trent reported there are several new members on Council – the members are now 
Jayne, Trent, Brooke Markin, Andrea N., Rob Brower and Loretta A.  Katie asked if the Village was able to remove the 
snow flakes. Trent said they need someone with a lift to reach the top of 2 poles since Andy Stidham’s lift is 
inoperative. Katie suggested Larry Reed or Eric Esh. If contacts are needed, please let us know. 

 LOCO Chamber and Visitor’s Bureau – no updates, other than Linda suggests we get info about Summer Street 
Market to Jamison ASAP.  There will be a grant available in April.  

 Champaign Chamber and Visitor’s Bureau - No updates. Margaret Piatt will reach out to them about hosting a 
breakfast on the Castle patio serving perhaps Sweetie Pies for a Chamber Networking coffee hour in possibly August.  

 Historical Society - The monthly program will be held last Wed of month at noon. Lunch is $15 for non-members. 
Katie provided contacts for Mt Tabor Church / Salem Township to Andrew for a future event.  

 Scholarship Committee – Scholarship applications are due in early March. The selection committee will meet April 7 
to select recipients. 

The meeting concluded with a motion to adjourn from Linda and Katie seconding. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Katie Neer 

 

 
Upcoming Meetings 

Wed Apr 8, 5:30pm at Mad River Farm Market 
Wed May 13, 5:30pm at Liberty Gathering Place 
Wed June 10, 5:30pm at Mad River Farm Market 

 

 


