
 

 

 
West Liberty Business Association Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, February 11, 2026 at 5:30pm at Mad River Farm Market 

In attendance:   
Heather Chamberlain, President (TGH) 
Linda Vernon, Vice Pres (J&L Vernon Farms) 
Katie Neer, Secretary (Solomon’s Garage) 
Margaret Piatt (Piatt Castle) 
Malia Hughes (Key Realty) 

Lee Chamberlain (PDQ IT Solutions) 
Andrew Blount (Historical Society) 
Josh & McKayla Cummings (Hound Dogs) 
Jay Lewis (Village Admin, St Paris) 

 
 
The West Liberty Business Association (WLBA) convened its meeting with President Heather Chamberlain presiding. 
 
Treasurer’s Report- Brittany’s husband dropped the Treasurer’s report since she could not attend, Linda shared the update. 
Heather stated we need to send reminder invoices, as we only have 18 members who have paid dues for 2026. Katie will ask 
Brittany to do that in QuickBooks if possible. Lee moved to accept the report as presented, and Heather seconded the motion. 

Secretary’s Report- Katie reported that the minutes from the December and January meetings were distributed via email. 
Linda moved to accept the minutes as presented, and Heather seconded the motion. 

Business of the Month- The February Business of the Month is Malia Hughes Key Realty. Heather presented the award to 
Malia and thanked her for her generous support over the years sponsoring WLBA events.  

Annual Dinner Follow Up – Heather suggested possibly another caterer next year based on feedback after the event. McKayla 
suggested the new owners of Mad River Farm Market since they cater for dinners. Katie suggested we have the Jazz Band play 
during the cocktail hour next year and have the background music during dinner for easier conversation. Katie suggested using 
The Woods at Woodland Golf Club another year or for another event.  

Events - 

 CA$H Mobs - Will continue to be held 3rd Wed of each month. The Feb CA$H Mob will be held Feb 18 at 12pm. Meet 
at the Town Hall and the shopping location will be announced there. Mckayla said that Hound Dogs would sponsor 
the next CA$H Mob. Save the Date - the March CA$H Mob will take place as a morning networking event at Sweetie 
Pie’s March 18 at 8am. Katie will work with Brittany and Chris to get events on social media.  

 Hello Spring Open House / Lion’s Easter Bunny coordination – Katie will talk to Tami about checking Rackspace and 
getting back with Nicki on the advertising of the coordinated event. Hound Dogs will set up the Friday of the Hello 
Spring event at Solomon’s Garage. WLBA needs to provide toys/candy for Easter Bunny to hand out.  

 Garden Tour – we are holding this event biannually now so we will not have one in 2026. We have 2 
gardens/homeowners interested in participating in 2027.  

 Summer Street Market & Car Show – Katie will work with Tami to review food truck /vendor emails on Rackspace for 
this event. Katie will head up sponsorships again. Linda stated that we need to tie this event to the American 250 
celebration and we need to get social media posts to Jamison with VB ASAP to begin promotion. McKayla said Josh 
could design t-shirts to be sold for the event. Linda stated there is a “picnic kit” available, Margaret corroborated. 
Heather will contact her SIL / reply to email in Rackspace from American 250 about this. Lee will use his drone to 
capture pictures of the event. Josh / McKayla suggested we have a hot dog eating contest. Linda said we will get a 
tent for dining at food trucks and selling the t-shirts.  



 

 

Additional Business: 

 Mayor/Village Council Report – no updates, no one in attendance. 

 LOCO Chamber and Visitor’s Bureau – no updates, other than Linda suggests we get info about Summer Street 
Market to Jamison ASAP.   

 Champaign Chamber and Visitor’s Bureau - No updates.  

 Historical Society - The monthly program will be held last Wed of month at noon. Lunch is $15 for non-members. 

 Scholarship Committee – Scholarship applications are due in early March. The selection committee will meet in late 
March. 

 Snow Removal – Logan Lawn & Landscaping voluntarily cleared the downtown of snow after the big snowstorm. We 
will purchase a $50 tab at MRFM for their employees and any other WLBA members can add to it if they’d like to as a 
thank you for helping us out.  

 Friendship Alley – The village bought planters, they look great. There was supposed to be a Valentines display but 
that didn’t happen with weather.  

 St. Paris Business Association – Jay Lewis, the St Paris administrator met with us to inquire about how our business 
association came about and who puts on our local events. We all discussed coordination between villages in / 
surrounding Champaign County.  

 Sponsorships – Katie proposed we give $150 to the WLS Ball Association, per the email sent. Linda seconded. Heather 
proposed we give $100 Liberty Bucks to the Athletic Assoc for the 9pin bowling event. Katie seconded.  

The meeting concluded with a motion to adjourn from Heather and Linda seconding. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Katie Neer 

 

 
Upcoming Meetings 

Wed Mar 11, 5:30pm at Liberty Gathering Place 
Wed Apr 8, 5:30pm at Mad River Farm Market 

Wed May 13, 5:30pm at Liberty Gathering Place 
 

 


