
 

 

 

West Liberty Business Association Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, August 12, 2026 @ 5:30pm at Mad River Farm Market 

 

In attendance:   

Heather Chamberlain, President (TGH) 
Linda Vernon, Vice President (J&L Vernon Farms) 
Katie Neer, Secretary (Solomon’s Garage) 
Alex VanHouten (Village Hippy Boutique) 
Josh Cummings (Hound Dogs) 
McKayla Cummings (Hound Dogs) 
Steven Christopher (Lime Green Shopper) 

Margaret Piatt (Piatt Castle) 

Hague Water (Pat Horgan) 

Lee Chamberlain (PDQ IT Solutions) 

JD Harshfield (Ohio Caverns) 

Trent Spriggs (Village Council)

 

The West Liberty Business Association (WLBA) convened its meeting with President Heather Chamberlain presiding. 

 

Secretary / Treasurer’s Reports- Brittany provided Treasurer’s Report in her absence. Linda shared. Katie reported that the 
minutes from the June meeting were distributed via email. Linda moved to accept the minutes as presented, and JD seconded 
the motion. Heather made a motion to allocate $2000 in scholarships in 2027. Katie seconded. 

Business of the Month- More to come in the future. 

Membership- If you have not renewed your Membership for 2026, THIS IS YOUR FRIENDLY REMINDER to do so now. 
Attached is the renewal form. Katie provided an application via email to Steve Christopher with Lime Green Shopper.  

Events -  

 Downtown Merchants & Friends Sidewalk Sales – August 20, 3-7pm 

 Fall Open House – August 28 & 29 

 Labor Day Fest – Sept 4-7 

 CA$H Mobs - Will continue to be held 3rd Wed of each month, skipping a few months this year, including September. 
This event may continue quarterly in 2027 – meet at 12pm at the Opera House for each event. Upcoming dates: 

o Oct 21 

o Nov 18 

o Dec 16 

 Spooktacular – Oct 22 - Ashley & Becca Hager and the subcommittee planning to work on this again for 2026. The 
committee can always use additional volunteers. Inquire at Sweetie Pie’s.  

 Christmas in the Village 

o Open House – Nov 6 & 7 

o Black Friday – Nov 27 – any festivities would fall under the Downtown Merchants & Friends committee, 
consider a CA$H Mob 

o Small Business Saturday – Nov 28 –  

 Dash Before the Game Day Bash 

 Cookies with Santa 

 Shopping 

 Parade (Brittany heading up parade again) 

o Christmas Tour of Homes – Dec 5 – 4-8pm - Katie & Heather are meeting in a couple weeks to get this going. 
Margaret reminded us that the Bailey House would like to participate.   



 

 

Additional Business: 

 Promotional Video- Pat Horgan with Hague Water said he could create a promotional video representing West 
Liberty as a tourist destination, especially in the autumn with the beautiful leaves.  

 Friendship Alley – Heather stated she will apply for the grant in the fall from the Visitor’s Bureau. JD stated that up to 
$10,000 is up for grabs. Whatever may be awarded must be matched. This money could be used for Phase 2 of our 
project. Heather reported that Tami previously spoke with Richard to see if $2500 of that could be put in the Village 
Budget for 2027. In the meantime, Katie will work to reach out to local businesses for various levels of sponsorship to 
help match the $5000 and put towards the metal sign, a mural, and more seating. Sponsorship levels are available at 
$100, $250, $500 and $1000. Current sponsors include Theresa’s Gingerbread House, Solomon’s Garage, PDQ IT 
Solutions and Logan Lawn & Landscaping. Heather remarked that Ice Cream Parlor recently received a 4-star review 
on google for lack of seating downtown. We need to get signage to help point overflow seating to the alley.  

 Mayor/Village Council Report – Katie expressed that the association wishes our Mayor would attend county wide 
Mayor meetings to better promote the Village. Linda said she attends in his absence and encouraged Trent to attend 
when he can.  

 LOCO Chamber and Visitor’s Bureau – September is deadline for grant application.  

 Champaign Chamber and Visitor’s Bureau – JD encouraged Heather to consider applying for the Champaign County 
grant for the friendship alley.  

 Historical Society – No updates  

 Piatt Castle – Margaret promoted their upcoming event to be held October 24 with Autumn Games, Halloween 
customs and Rip Van Winkle event to commemorate America 250.  

 Lions Club – We sponsored Family Day for Labor Day Weekend. 

The meeting concluded with a motion to adjourn from Heather and Katie seconding. Attached is the Treasurer’s Report.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Katie Neer 

 

 
Upcoming Meetings 

Wed Sept 9, 5:30pm at Liberty Gathering Place 
Wed Oct 14, 5:30pm at Mad River Farm Market 
Wed Nov 11, 5:30pm at Liberty Gathering Place 
Wed Dec 9, 5:30pm at Mad River Farm Market 


